
 

 

Dear Parent and Carers 

 
I hope that you all had a lovely, restful half term and are ready for a busy term ahead in the 
lead up to Christmas! 
To further increase our capacity to support children with Special Educational Needs, just 
before the half term break, St John's ran a successful recruitment for a new SENCO. From 
January, Miss Powell will step back as SENCO and Mrs Chard will be permanently joining us 
two days a week as St John's SENCO. Mrs Chard joins us with a wealth of SEN experience 
from her current post at Fosse Way School. Please see below a brief introduction from Mrs 
Chard below. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Miss Powell for her hard work and dedication 
as SENCO, she has achieved a great deal and as Miss Powell will be continuing in her other 
roles at St John's as Y5 class teacher and Assistant Headteacher there will be opportunity for 
a thorough handover.  
Best wishes  
Mrs Graham 
 

 
 

 

Year 1 &2 Hook Day 
This Term the children from Year 1 and Year 2 will be immersed in their “Great and Ghastly 
Events” our hook day started by deepening their knowledge of the Gunpowder plot by 
making firework pictures and models. They also learnt some bonfire themed songs for later 
this week. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi, my name is Laura Chard and I am very much looking forward 

to joining St Johns as the new SENCo. I have previously worked in 

both mainstream and special schools and most recently for the 

Specialist Autism Support Service. In my spare time, I enjoy 

exploring new places with my family, going swimming and baking. 

I also love Harry Potter and often revisit both the books and films. 

I am so looking forward to meeting everyone in January! 



 

 

 

Year R Hook Day 

Year R had lots of fun on their ‘Party Hook Day’ this week. They all looked fantastic in their 
party clothes and worked really hard making lots of different craft items, including their own 
party crowns. They unleashed their dance moves playing musical statues and musical bumps 
and took turns when playing ‘Pass the bag’. They also made chocolate cornflake cakes which 
looked delicious!! 

 

Attendance  
A polite reminder to all parents, if your child has a minor illness like a headache or cold 
parents should make the school aware but still try and bring them into school. If they do not 
get better the school will contact parents straight away.  

The school gates are opened at 8.45am, class registers are submitted to the office by 9am, 
any child arriving after 9am will go down as late on the register, if a child arrives after 
9.10am this is classed as unauthorised for the morning session. A certain amount of 
unauthorised absences could result in a fine from the local authority. As you are already 
aware our priority is to improve attendance across the whole school. To achieve our target 
for each child to have attendance above 95% by the end of the academic year, we would ask 
you as parents to make sure that your child attends school every day. 

Children should only be kept at home if they have a serious illness or injury, if a child has a 
bout of sickness & diarrhoea they must stay at home for 48 hours from the last bout of 
illness, if this is the case parents must contact the school office before 8.45am. Attendance 
is monitored termly and letters will be sent to parents if attendance is low.  

       
 

Attendance cup for Week 11th -15th October & Week 18th- 21st October goes to YR R. 



 

The class with the best overall attendance in Term 1 was YR 4 and will receive an extra 
playtime. Well done YR 4 and keep up the great attendance.  
 

Reading at home 

It has been fantastic to be able to give out bookmarks to those children who have 

accumulated 25 reads already this year.  We’re sure that it won’t be long until children meet 

their next reward, or receive their bookmark if they haven’t already.   

Our reading workshop for all parents has been re-arranged for Monday 22nd November. 

 RWI will be 5:00- 5:30pm 

 Comprehension 5:30 – 6:00pm  

Please remember that reading at home is vital and has a huge impact on children’s 

learning. 

 

Please ensure your child reads at least 5 times a week and that this is recorded in their 

reading diaries.  For ease, you can always just write the date and put a tick/smiley face to 

indicate your child has read, rather than having to write a comment.  The number of reads 

only gets counted if an adult has signed the reading diary.  We will be monitoring who has 

read five times each week, and will be contacting parents of those children who have not 

been reading regularly at least 5 times each week, to offer support. 

We are in need of volunteers who are happy to listen to children read during the school day.  

Please contact the school office if you are able to help us. 

Packed Lunches  

The school supports and encourages parents, carers and children to bring a healthy fruit 

snack for morning break and a packed lunch than contains a nutritionally balanced meal. 

Please no nuts/nut products as we have children with nut allergies at school. We ask that 



 

sweets, fizzy and highly flavoured drinks are not sent into school and highly processed foods 

are kept to a minimum. Ideas for healthy lunches are available on the change for life 

website. https://www.nhs.uk/change4life  

School Improvements 

 
 

Over the half term Mrs Perrin and Miss Higgins were very busy decorating not one but two 
classrooms! As you can see Year 6 were very happy with the results! 
We also had new flooring installed in all the toilets making them a much nicer and cleaner 
space. 
 
Parent Governors  
Following the recently advertised vacancy for a parent governor, we are pleased to welcome 
back Louisa Aldridge as a parent governor for a second term of office. Louisa has also been 
re-elected as Vice Chair of Governors. We would also like to belatedly welcome Jennifer 
Bolton, who was newly appointed as a parent governor in June. Louisa works in secondary 
education and Jennifer in primary education, and their skills, knowledge and expertise are 
an asset to the Governing Body. Louisa has children in Year 5 and Year 2, and Jennifer has a 
daughter in Year 1. Please do feel free to talk to me, Louisa, Jennifer or any of the governors 
(Tom Gent, Duncan Tyler and Jon Medlin) about aspects of school life at any time. 
Mrs Claire Lowe, Chair of Governors.  
  
Futura collaborative music performance  
We're delighted to announce the first Futura collaborative music performance, which will 
take place in July 2022. We have commissioned a local composer, Phil Dixon, to compose a 
30-minute oratorio for orchestra and choir. The composition will evolve after three 
workshops with Year 10 Music students across the trust. Every student from Year 3 will be 
invited to take part in either the junior or senior choir, with each school choir rehearsing 
from late March. We are also hoping those in Early Years up to Year 2 will have an 
opportunity to hear a performance from some of the musicians who take part. Our 
orchestra will be made up of students across the trust who are Grade 3 and above - we're 
delighted that a number of trust staff have already offered to also play or sing with our 
students! More details to follow, but this promises to be an exciting, aspirational and 
memorable opportunity for our students across the trust.  
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Sports 4U Sponsorship 
We are very fortunate to be hosting a sponsorship event later this month.  Isabella Haigh 
Olympic gymnast will be joining us for the event and talking to the children about her latest 
event at the Tokyo Olympics.  The children will get the opportunity to work with Isabell in a 
sponsored fitness circuit.  We also require the parents to take part in this event by 
supporting the children by raising sponsorship. Sponsorship forms will be coming home 
early next week.  This is such a great event for the school and the children and we can’t wait 
to share the updates in our next newsletter. 
 
 
Message from Christopher Thomas 
 
As some will already know, I am about to 
move to a new post in Solihull: church and 
school, very similar to what I have been 
doing here in Keynsham for the last five 
years. I have enjoyed being your visiting 
singing teacher so much over the last few 
years, and I look forward to hearing great 
things about the school choir and the 
growing numbers of you who are becoming 
choristers in the church choir too. 
 
All the best! - Chris Thomas 
 

 
 
Here's a song for you (same scale tune, as 
always!): 
Now it's time to say 'Goodbye' 
Make your voices reach the sky. 
Singing always helps the brain 
To get better as you train. 
Singing helps you keep in tune: 
Heart and mind, and stay immune. 
Now I'm off to Solihull 
Happy mem'ries of you all! 
 
 

 
Stars of the week  

In the last week before half term the children below were awarded star of the week for 

demonstrating the value of Respect  

YR Erin, Year 1 Ethan, Y2 Atti, Y3 Noah, Y4 Dylan, Y5 Hannah, Y6P Tilly, Y6B Layla. 

 

Other achievements  

 

 

Congratulations to Sophie for winning the Keynsham 

in bloom infant colouring competition. 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Notices 
 

  

Keynsham Winter Festival Colouring competition closes Friday 12th November.   
 
Dates for Diary 
Please note dates are subject to change  
 

15th November Y3 Orienteering afternoon Y3 children to wear PE Kit 

23rd November Sports 4 U Sponsorship More information to follow  

3rd December KS2 Carol service Due to limited space 
parents are unable to 
attend.  

4th December PTA Christmas fare TBC  

14th December Christingle Service at St Johns 
Church  
 
KS2 Nativity Parents 

(YR-Y6) /Carers can attend 
Church service at 10am.  
 
Y3-Y6 Parents/Carers can 
attend at 2pm 

15th December KS1 Nativity  YR-Y2 parents/ carers can 
attend at 2pm 

16th December KS1 Nativity YR-Y2  parents/ carers can attend 
at 2pm 

17th December End of Term 2  

4th January Back to school at 8.50 Term 3  

6th January YR  Space Hook Day More information to follow 

11th January Flu Vaccinations More information to follow 

4th February  Open Afternoon at 2.45pm Parents are welcome to 
attend at 2.45b to view 
their children’s work.  

7th -11th February Virtual parents evening More information to follow 

18th February Inset Day  End of Term 3  

28th February  Back to school  at 8.50 Term 4  

Keynsham Cricket Club are running a 3-day cricket course 
during the upcoming Christmas holidays at Wellsway 
Sports Centre in Keynsham. Boys and Girls, aged 6-13 of 
all abilities are welcome to join the fun from £25 per day. 
Full information and online bookings are available 
at www.keynshamcricket.com/kidscamps " 
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1 March Year 6B Bike ability More information 

3rd March World Book day Children to dress up as a 
character from their 
favourite book.  

 
4th March 

Fraser Portrait class photographs  All children to be uniform 
and bring in trainers if they 
are doing PE. 

8 th April End of Term 4  

25th April Back to school at 8.50 Term 5  

3 May Year 5 Bike ability More info to follow 

9th May Year 6 Sats  More info to follow 

27th May  Inset Day  End of Term 5  

6th June Back to school at 8.50 Term 6  

24th June Sports Day More info to follow 

1st July Reserve Sports day  

4th July  Y6 Residential trip More info to follow 

22 July Inset Day  End of Term 6  

 
 
 


